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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order to the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska].

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 4, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable BILL
BARRETT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, Rev. James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

There are times when it seems our
world is filled with the demons of vio-
lence and chaos and yet, O God, we
pray for peace. The lives of some
women and men and children are irrev-
ocably lost and instead of hope there is
despair, and instead of respect and
compassion there is contempt and dis-
dain. O gracious God, from whom we
have come and to whom we shall re-
turn, encourage all people of good will
to think and speak and act in ways
that strengthen the human bond and
make right the covenant of peace.
Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from California [Mr. LAN-

TOS] come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANTOS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The Speaker pro tempore laid before
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,

Washington, DC, March 1, 1996.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 5 of Rule III of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, I
have the honor to transmit a sealed envelope
received from the White House on Friday,
March 1st at 3:25 p.m. and said to contain a
message from the President whereby he noti-
fies the Congress of the declaration of a na-
tional emergency with respect to Cuba.

With warm regards,
ROBIN H. CARLE,

Clerk, House of Representatives.

f

DECLARATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
CUBA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 1 of title II of

Public Law 65–24, ch. 30, 50 U.S.C. 191

and sections 201 and 301 of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.,
United States Code, I hereby report
that I have exercised my statutory au-
thority to declare a national emer-
gency in response to the Government
of Cuba’s destruction of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba.

In the proclamation, I have author-
ized and directed the Secretary of
Transportation to make an issue such
rules and regulations that the Sec-
retary may find appropriate to prevent
unauthorized U.S. vessels from enter-
ing Cuban territorial waters.

I have authorized these rules and reg-
ulations as a result of the Government
of Cuba’s demonstrated willingness to
use reckless force, including deadly
force, in the ostensible enforcement of
its sovereignty. I have determined that
the unauthorized departures of vessels
intending to enter Cuban territorial
waters could jeopardize the safety of
certain U.S. citizens and other persons
residing in the United States and
threaten a disturbance of international
relations. I have, accordingly, declared
a national emergency in response to
these threats.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 1, 1996.

f

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
CALLING ON OUR PRESIDENT TO
MAKE ANTITERRORIST ASSETS
AVAILABLE TO ISRAEL

(Mr. LANTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, our deep-
ly respected and beloved chaplain a few
moments ago started out his prayer
with these words: ‘‘There are times
when it seems our world is filled with
the demons of violence and chaos.’’

This is one of those times.
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